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Program Notes

This set of variations is derived from the old cowboy tune “In the Bright Mohawk Valleg,” better known as
“The Red River Valleg.” The exact origins of this song are unknown. Each variation should take on its own
unique character. The initial statement of the melody is straightforward and folksy, utilizing simple harmonies.
The harp, violas, and later violins should sound as much like an acoustic guitar as possible. Variation | is much
more harmonically colorful. The flugelhorn solo soars over the ensemble, later joined by trombone and horns.
The melody is fragmented for Variation II, which persistently drives the piece forward, led by the xylophone
and marimba. The next variation, a tango, can be per{ormed with much capricious arrogance as the viola
section’s melodic line is marked “snootilg.” This can (and should) be taken to heart. A new melodg is
introduced here, “Wag faring Stranger,” while the original melody is fragmented into an accompaniment. The
tango is interrupted briefly by, quite frankly, a mosh. The rhythmic figures in the double bass, cello, and bass
drum should be as clean and tight as possible to best emulate the feeling of the “breakdowns” common to
various genres of metal music. Really aim to surprise the audience with this one. After a short return to the
tango, Variation V begins with a gradually morphing, mechanical percussion ostinato overlaid by quick,
overlapping woodwind lines. An unrelenting wall of sound overtakes the ensemble and pushes the piece toa

ClOSG‘.

Performance Considerations

~ Either a maraca or a metal shaker can be used (and this is indicated in the percussion parts)

~Upbow and downbow markings in the strummed viola/violin passages indicate strum direction; it is best for

these players to keep their strumming hand moving in a consistent rhythm (as guitarists often do)

~The “unpitched” strumming in the violins in Variation Il should sound like “Chop chords” as played on a
mandolin. All the strings should be lightly muted to eliminate as much pitch as possible, creating a unigue

rhythmic timbre

~ The thickness of the overpressure shapes in Variation IV indicate the amount of pressure to be used (ie.

thicker shapes mean more pressure)

Timpani tunings:

~ The timpani should be tuned to the following pitches with the lowest drum being tuned to the first note, the

next lowest drum to the next, and so on
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